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ed better and better and harnessed to the realisation of the
best ideals of the state. The acme of perfection was reached
in the  Vijayanagara Empire when the whole  Kannada
country along with its southern neighbours built up a strong
bulwark against foreign invasion.   It was a very critical
time ii* Indian history when practically the whole of North
India was under non-Hindu rule and the South was also
overrun, all the chief kings being put to rout.    The Vijaya-
nagara Empire came into being and saved Indk and Indian
culture from real peril-   It was this Empire, which, though
it fell, inspired Sivaji to found the Maratha Empire and to
continue the traditions of Hinduism in the South.   The
contribution of Karnataka to India lies, therefore, in the
rich and high heroic tradition, which, as time went on,
stood.for the highest   ideals and  considered no sacrifice
too great in tjie loyal discharge of duty.   It is true that
the Meals for which the people fought and laid down their
lives   were   at   times  nothing more than   the personal
ambitions of a king for conquest or possession,   That is an
inevitable evil in the race of life where the survival of the
fittest is the principle that very often governs  human
conduct.    But once a kingdom was won or an empire built
up, the great kings of Karaalaka called forth the heroic
energies of their subjects   for the preservation of their
religion and culture.    The Vijayanagara Empire was on a
higher plane than the others, since, during the period both
of its inception and growth, the best ideals of the kings
were the same as those of the country.    The Empire came
into existence not for the fulfilment of personal ambition
but for the preservation of Indian culture in the Sooth
and strove to pursue that goal till the end. Though the